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The Thene of your conference intrigues me greatly = pare en 
amu constantly flowing, as to the merits of the Perot of "Power", as 
ild 1 


well as to the wisdom of people wio seek or we: 
Possession of Power, of itself, is no automatic acknowledgment of the virtue 


Edmund Burke (I beliefe) stated: "Power tends to corrupt; absolute 
Power corrupts absolutely." (e. g. Police Power when unchecked) 


But also: "Vox Populi - Vox Deus" 
The Virtue that lics in the possession and weilding of Power, is to be 
found, not in Power itself, tut in the wisdom of these poss- 
essing it, their self-discipline and dedication, mt above 
all, in hee Piire i of the individuals who chose to lead 
hoee in Power 


(Witness the grect difference, to the poor people of 
America, in the leadership contrasts between the 
B. Johnson, and the California-born, e of 
Quaker herz tage, Pichard M, Mach.) 


ho identity with the greet institution of Putlic Education in 
Amarica, possess mach more Power then weaare prone to reali me/ 


not necessarily, do I refer to economic or politic: el power, altho 
the Power is there. e, but rather to the Power to mold 


te guiding the destiniés of this greet country. 


For instance, One of our greatest and nost serious domestic problems is the 
of injustice, hypocrisy and exploitation that hes existed through- 
out the history of our nation - a nation built upon the thesis that a Free 
People must first be a literate and enlightened people! 
The dducetion of American ‘children therefore, wes at least painaa one 
of the great responsibilities of oar civilization, and of the 
viability of our politice] philosophy. 
To define koodia as a process of r information about 
heul 2 while perpetuating 
patterm 12 life about „De travesty ss... yet Education 
is doing, has done, ani . actions, thema 
in these call 
Carl Rovans 8 oclumiist recently comented upcn the: Phe of 
U.S.Senate!s Select Comittee on Equab Educational Opportan~ 
"yy a 13,0000 pace printed record, sayiti! É 


*Public Bduection ts failing aiilions of Kerlen children who 
are fron racial and language groupas or who are Simply poor," 


The report acknowledges that the progran is 
for nex 3 of course the white and 
ass groups for whom it wes designed. 


5 2 
To tring the discusaion a bit closer home, Robert Curvin, Cement, ii Affaire 
Specialist at Rutgers 


(ieh applies to every urben Seat fai the * ri takes 2 in an 
1 te of alem, political, 


moral end acinint st trative. 


Are these assessments new to us? Products of militent imarinetions?) Results of 
iter tation ad rhetoric fran outside malcontents and troublemakers? 


Let's look backward for a few moments = someone said “history is but a prelude to 
the present." How heme we been Inilding the minds, characters, oe 
dreams, aspirations of American children = we dducators 
Waa in PLttgbangh 1930-3}, I discovered statistics released by NEA from 

date 3 s by the US Office of Education findings for thet echool 
sted w ar nee Wx*Gal--$2085 Vall8, ark 112) 
sa ey EI R 500,22 So.8ty 92253. # ; 


(et, arme tribute to Maci dance and quest for higher za.. 4951 
zsh — o report | UB 1h,70....Canada 50 Al. ben £200.. s or. Brit 22005 
Bat, US Macks 6000-9 L, 90,000 CollSt... 

1970 355, 000 


„e as iv 
e 


In the ae æa 5 : linctyp® 
Pittebarch Vorsti e, Fenk in the aie „ The taks Souris ise white oper gtors 
Englewood school syst treining good" house ‘se: ʻ 
(from ak to 1962 before the courts cont ta deres erte) 


schools fror an Souths drop-ont rate of 
Blocks, fron totally segregeted, inferior Mack schools to H.S. integ 


New charter må ny Job inSouth Jersey. 
Toards, frightened Mesy tasche: 


recalcithant, rebellious 


forced to improve 


omen ngen Twp. 2. end Jercom schools. 
for white eaten through integration, 
mt, North Jersey too Black Jre 4,8, inFnglewod, l blocks fron big, 
modern white Ur. f. 3. net until early 60's did Courte chenge it. 
Brenple of insensitivity of white eber of prodoninatoly black 
achool in Fast Orange; "why not our lovely spirituals...!ld 
Meok Joe and Margas zn theDold, Cold Ground.” 


Many, many examples of professions) fetlure....perhaps the most 
dramatic and recent display of negatively applied Powers 


the gi of 


e eaten bud an BOR ia the nait BO Santa castor 

Pover Control of the systen...for perpetuation of that which 
has been. .. for death of innovative = ee correst the 

evils of the past. (One man's opinion)=(but from one man who 

spent lh years in the State Dent of educetionto get a measure 

of administrativo and of organized renkeond-file ldshpe ) 


But, the NeJ.Cherter change did not secompliah its intended purpose = it troaght 
rovenent, a doubt, and the drop-out el of South 

Jersey Black children has deen reduced and quality of education improved, 

to a considerable degree, 


e 1 of reses extension of 
„ hes perio yay Ban (ge Pesto) in the North, 


ae ; -3- 


The prectice of nohtlising Pouer for ttè parpoes ot ge 


Iagislativė action and Court action, is a 
8 and re 


responsibility. ... only by such pect) can wo men, ‘the 
“rules of the gems" clearly defined. 


. 55 from problem 
sal American 


So, Black folk, pursuit of Su 
tion moved up to the -si atko — pad a ihe . ee Court of 
1954 = and again, we saw 2 resurgence of anti-Hlack movement in 
the educational instituticis of the Nation, end of H. J. 

Legal and extre-legel ion so blatant 


tantly before 1 22 of 
the ios eet decane e 8 in the 

‘Neighborhood School concept. do ful evasion 1 on 
Kenney end Robert Treat Schools 10 35 is end 40% and 50'8..now 

2 sacred prince 11 


The evidence of doublo-standards, insensitivity, calloused racism in edu- 
Gationsl circles 4 dewerteting§{! 


Today, we are living in e condteiib Btmoephere of turbulence, in every facet of our 


Tisai ee Béw-fomd organisations] Pover, na porosive Boards 
e: rather than 


perents and abis, likewise have adopted 


an adversary stance, each wing for an 11 Seer 
Control over conditions that are nattens to the other 


pah pager „ in the interest of the Children, for whom 
eet Institut has its being, is a forgotten clement. 


Children, taking pheir oues frou angry elders and dofeticive teachers, whom 
‘they are presumed to respeot and emilaie, are doing unspeakable 
things to school properties, to the dignity of their elders and 
to the concept of discipline which ‘car culture it supposed bo 
inculcate, 


Parents end administrators, 


Shorter hours, fever responsibilities, less E ite eee privileges are the 
2 even in nren centers aia facing 

while strat: to 
short-changing thoy Yclieve their children are geceivings 


Seis La th ad Faronte realty Vent, tte net o cut im their school and real 
taxes? 


The fact of the matte: 


is, that tha Sea 
has no we; 


group parent, the poor parent 


6 a tlue-print to offer., he 1s 
ge ci Laos is wbat ho does not want 


Samer” fact of the matter is, contrary to our idealistic end 


taang to be s parent, and be trained for that rola. 


sestenchers and their 1 are N he the only 
Dees guides and counsellors our children have. 
So, the parent is saying in oud tanoa, with hs denons 
and beyrotts, the only thing he . 


* 


Is this, then, bi Or is it the 
Hint’ of social seoflist that bee within <0 the poode of constructive 
development necessary for growth in the institution of Education, as 

conflict so often contains, when vhewed intelligently. 


Are administrators, perati really —— rompers of the needs of 
ir children, and of their full, re: bilities 
i each instanco = ar are 2 telag te . heir sende 
of status, of their pride, of their victories and losses s. sss» 
of the so-called effectiveness of their Power! 


TTT 
open and retain clear channels of couminication between them- 
to 


i Joint task? Do you really think this 
kind of investnent is being made???? 


If m clear-thinking and inearnest about their respective responsibilities 
each will start with acknowledgment of several urgant needs to which, 
Ce ah they can address themselvesy come to some common 
to determinations or alternatives that must be reached: 


1l. To segregate or to desegregate, based upon familiarity with the vast 
store of reference material available, in measurement of impact of 
forced separation upon both sides of the issue. 

2. If the latter course is to be pursued, ascertaining those actions which 
offer the more imediate, and upon 
which to proceeds 


3. Choose whether to "walt another century" for the physical elimination 
of the inferior ghetto school, as a promise to parents with children 


now confined to those schools; or, to find sone other ihterim plans 
thet will relieve the neonate for a considerable number of Black 
childrens 


u. Continue to operate upon the flagrantly falas assumption thet teacher 
training curricula cxperionse, properly equip Anerica's teachers 
with a working Imo of American 
and å (ay workshop exper.) 
This pen — across the — & White, Angle & Latin, te. 


Sen Take a groat mount of tine to exenine and énelyse the social 


ernest and fact-finding quest, with 
respect to this one over-tlom question 


Above all, it is incumbent upon us to consider seriously one, of the almost unbe- 

Ldevable weaknesses in the preperation of Americas toatheld -Ennen Relations 
training! 

These determinations cannot be reached; these alternatives sifted, in any const= 

ructive way, except through end effort of parents, 


teachers and administrators, First, I fear, we will have to extend the philosophy 


of PTA deeper and more widely, into all schools - not just the affluent. We've 


— —— 


gob to preotles the art of getting slong together, thinking and acting together, 

_ until it "cones naturally." This is Real People Power! We have not had meh 
opportunity - nor have we used the opportunities we have had > to refine thie art - 
develop this kind of continuing relationship. 

Then, we mst address ourselves, item by item, step by step, alternative 
by alternative, to the courses of action that will meet phe needs of our children, 
however deprived their background years; however advenced their intellectuyal. 
and social development. Sur adult pride, status and sense of Power have absolutely 
no part to play in arrifing at these choices. Is this really asking too mioh??? 

Parents and teachers have inherited the most awesome responsibility, as 
I have inferred frequently. Ours is the task of preparing human beings, youthful 
America, in their intellectual growth, physics] condition, enotionalstability and 
spiritual qualities, that they may be adequately equipped to face the demands that 
will be placed upon them, in this shrunken, turbulent globe, just a few short, 
dangerous years ahead. The social habits to which we expose them daily, the 
precepts and exmples we set for thom, are the teachings that will guide them as they 
mingle with the peoples of the world. Do you really believe thet we are meeting 
this terrible challenge???? 

In our Educational field, as nowhere else in the human experience, we need 
to devebpp the art of decent human relations, as a social solvent to the conflict 
Weeding pract f racien, the impact of hatred across ethnic and 
r coutinose sdllusalawaiein’ the’ bhsche 
and minds of childrens Tou, teachers and parents, are the guardians of this valuable 
institution thet has within its means the Power to transform the world. 


